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Facebook launches automotive marketplace in Australia (AU) 
Current listing partners include Carsales, Autotrader and The Drive Network. Facebook is understood to be 
looking to expand the partner list. As part of the service, users will be able to run real time chats with sellers 
through Facebook’s messenger service. 
 

Local petrol prices are reportedly about to get a lot cheaper (AU) 
A drop in the Singapore gasoline price should flow on to Australia and reduce the price of petrol here, say 
analysts. 
 

Woolworths and Caltex slash fuel costs by 4c a litre with new rewards scheme that is set to spark a 
price war (AU) 
 

Kia and Hyundai are pouring another $250 million into Uber’s biggest rival in Southeast Asia (INT) 
 

General Motors to enter e-bike market (INT) 
General Motors (GM) has announced plans to sell two e-bike models next year.  GM will offer a folding 
model and compact model that will feature rechargeable front and rear lights and connected features 
inspired by GM's OnStar system. The bikes will include a proprietary drive system and "are a result of the 
revolutionary, flexible electrification technologies that enable the General Motors team to dream beyond the 
traditional vehicle and give consumers freedom of movement in dense urban commuting environments." 
 

Bit by bit: a new motor industry emerges (WA) 
Perth resources company on path to export its innovative mining haul truck 
 

PRODUCT RECALLS 
 

Hyundai Motor Company Aust Pty Ltd — Hyundai Santa Fe (TM) (AU) 
 

Premoso Pty Ltd — MY18 Chevrolet Silverado 2500 HD (AU) 
 

ECONOMIC INDICATORS 
 

RBA Statement on Monetary Policy November 2018 (AU) 
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LEGAL 
 

Coles in $40 million claim against tax office over disappearing fuel (VIC) 
In five separate applications filed with the Federal Court in Victoria, Coles says that between 2014 and 2017 
it paid tax on about 107 million litres of fuel which was lost through evaporation or leakage before it could be 
sold to customers at its chain of Coles Express service stations. 
 

Data61 releases draft open banking API (AU) 
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The CSIRO’s Data61 division has released a ‘working draft’ of the standards that will underpin the new 
Consumer Data Right regime. 
 

Understanding and Coping with the U.S.-Mexico-Canada Agreement: USMCA Updates NAFTA Rules 
of Origin for Motor Vehicles and Auto Parts (US) 
New substantive provisions will impact greatly how multinational companies throughout North America run 
their manufacturing operations, manage their supply chains, and sell products throughout the North 
American region. 
 

REPORTS | STATISTICS 
 

Weekly Petrol Prices Report - Week ending 04 November 2018 (AU) 
 

Electric vehicles preferred as next buy for one-third of Victorian drivers (VIC) 
Nearly one-third of all Victorian drivers would prefer to buy a zero emissions vehicle when they next 
purchase a car, a new survey from road infrastructure company Eastlink has found. 
 

Cox study predicts fewer car owners (US) 
Personal car ownership to fall but US dealers are still optimistic about the dealership model CAR dealers see 
significant reductions in personal vehicle ownership but only 10 per cent of dealers see mobility changes as 
a threat to their current business. The outcome was part of the just released 2018 Cox Automotive Evolution 
of Mobility Study: A Dealer’s Perspective survey held in the US in July. 
 

Fuel types of new cars: diesel -18.2%, petrol +15.2%, electric +30.0% in third quarter of 2018 (EUR) 
In the third quarter of 2018, almost 58% of all new passenger cars sold in the EU ran on petrol, while roughly 
one third was fuelled by diesel. All alternatively-powered vehicles (APV) combined accounted for 7.8% of the 
market, and just 2% of cars registered across the EU during the third quarter of 2018 was electrically-
chargeable. 
 

Vehicles fitted with fleet management systems to reach 15.6m by 2022 (EUR) 
 

SMALL BUSINESS 
 
More than a ‘mere tweak’: Small business CGT concession changes will tighten eligibility (AU) 
 

Webinar: Establishing Extended Hours Delivery Trials 22nd Nov 2018 (AU) 
Did you know that a single café in a CBD can receive more than 16 separate deliveries in a day?  Imagine 
how many deliveries occur in one day across an entire city across all cafes and restaurants. 
A recent study identified the benefits of government working with industry and business to change delivery 
patterns by extending delivery hours.   
 

EE launches Auto Mate connected car service for SMEs (UK) 
EE, part of the BT Group, has launched its first connected car service for SMEs, which aims to give 
organisations more control over their vehicle. The service works by plugging the EE Auto Mate device into a 
compatible vehicle, which then collects an array of telematics and diagnostics data. 
 

TECHNOLOGY 
 

Autonomous Drone Startup Emesent Raises $3.5 Million (AU) 
Emesent, a drone autonomy spin-out from CSIRO’s Data61, has raised $3.5 million in venture capital to 
commercialise its first product Hovermap. 
 

VW wants to use quantum computing for traffic management (INT) 
Its algorithms could make life a lot easier for commuters. 
 

China maps path to lead global electric vehicle production (Asia) 
The strategy is part of the state-led “Made in China 2025” plan, which aims to make the economic giant self-
sufficient in 10 core technologies, including the manufacture of clean energy vehicles. 
 

INSIGHTS | VIEWS 
 

Behind the Scenes / Big changes coming for Japan auto industry (INT) 
 

*DISCLAIMER: This information bulletin has been designed to assist VACC members in keeping up to date 
with industry matters. This material is gained from publicly available sources and is not modified by VACC. 
VACC accepts no responsibility for the accuracy, currency or completeness of information.  
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